
APPLICATION FOR ELEPHANT SEAL FIELD VOLUNTEER 

 

BACKGROUND 

Dr. Heather Liwanag’s Vertebrate Integrative Physiology (VIP) Lab is leading a 

population monitoring program of northern elephant seals here on the California coast. 

Volunteers are a critical part of our program, and we are seeking students who will be 

either second or third year Cal Poly students as of Fall 2019. Students must possess a 

clear interest in pursuing a biology-related career. We are looking for highly motivated and 

reliable individuals who have a passion for research, conservation, and education.  

No prior experience with marine mammals is necessary. However, experience 

working with animals is highly recommended prior to applying. In our program we 

will provide on-site trainings on topics including: safety, lab and field techniques, and good 

practices for collecting and managing data. This will be especially valuable for 

undergraduates considering graduate school, as volunteering in an active lab can be 

invaluable in helping you apply to schools successfully.   

  

VOLUNTEER COMMITMENT 

The majority of our data will be collected from December through March (Winter 

Quarter). However, an extensive commitment of at least one academic year (typically Fall 

- Spring Quarter) is required. Volunteers will need to be available at least one day per 

week, for a shift of approximately 5 hours in the morning. We can provide research 

units for this work during winter and spring quarters.  

  

Participants will be selected based on the quality and content of their applications.   

 

   



SUBMISSION DEADLINE: May 20th, 2019 by 5:00 PM. Please send an e-mail to our 

elephant seal research e-mail: eseal.research@gmail.com. It is not necessary to use or 

include this form as long as all the requested information is included in your application. 

  

Date_____________  Name_________________________________________________ 

Email__________________________________ Phone________________ 

Major & Emphasis_______________________ Year in School_____________ 

Expected Graduation Quarter and Year _____________ 

Please respond to the following questions concisely, thoughtfully, and honestly. 

There is no particular set of responses that will ensure acceptance; the instructors 

wish to put together a group representing a diversity of needs, interests, and 

potential contributions. Please precede each of your responses with the associated 

question. 

1. What are your primary interests in the area of Biology? 

  

2. What do you hope to gain from this volunteer opportunity? Towards what is this 

experience likely to lead you? 

  

3. Please describe all of your relevant field research and classes. 

  

4.  We deal with many volunteers and the public during our field work. How would you 

describe your science communication skills? 

  

5. Please describe an event or situation for which you were involved in the planning or 

coordination of a project. What steps were taken to ensure its success? 

  

 



6. Please provide an email and phone number for one reference. 

Name _______________________  Position______________________ 

Contact Information___________________________________ 

Please don’t hesitate to email us with any questions. We look forward to receiving 

your application. 

GOOD LUCK!!!! 

Team Ellie 

 

 

 

 


